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Nemuro Meeting ends successfu'lly

The Third Annual Meeting of PICES took place in
the city of Nemuro, Hokkaido, Japan 15-24, 1994,
Mr. Naotoshi Sugiuchi Deputy Director General for
Arms Control and Scientific “Affairs, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Japan, gave the address of welcome
to all participants. Professor Yutaka Nagata of Mie
University gave the keynote lecture on the subject of
“Subarctic North Pacific Ocean in Global Climate
System" (See Feature Article on page 9).

The people of Nemuro must be commended for the
efforts they undertook to make the PICES meeting a
success during a time of great difficulty. Approxi-
mately one week prior to the meeting the area suf-
fered an earthquake of 8.2 magnitude. The center of
the earthquake was about 100 miles from the city of
Nemuro. The building where the meeting was to take
place was damaged so that the meeting had to be
moved to the local library (and two associated build-
ings) where books and shelves had to be removed be-
fore the meeting was to take place. We can only
thank those who worked so hard to accomplish - this
task during a time when important repairs (water
works, sewage, roads etc.) to the city had to also be
undertaken on behalf of those that lived there. The
. participants will not forget the spirit of good will

shown by the local people. Participants were con-

tinually reminded of the frailty of man when nature
acts from the almost daily after-shocks they experi-
enced during the meeting. -

In addition to meetings of the Standing Committees of

PICES, two Workshops, namely, PICES-GLOBEC

“Climate Change and Carrying Capacity Program
(CCCC)” and PICES-STA “Monitoring Subarctic

Pacific Ocean Variability” and scientific sessions on -

~important topics took place. 220 people fegistered
- and attended the meetings from Canada(16), China

(10), Japan (124), Italy(1), Mexico(2), Norway(l),.
Republic of Korea(7), Russian Federation(23) and the
USA(36). A total of 96 scientific papers were pre-
sented at the scientific sessions and Workshops dur-
ing the meetmg

Scientific session topics included structure, - trophic
linkages and ecosystem dynamics of the subarctic,
physical processes and modelling of the subarctic
North Pacific and its marginal seas, structure and
ecosystem dynamics of the subarctic transitional zone
North Pacific, recruitment variability of clupeoid

- fishes and mackerel and interdisciplinary methodol-
- 0gy to better assess and predict the impact of pollut-

ants on structure and function of marine ecosystems.

The business of PICES is undertaken by four standing
Scientific Committees that report to Science Board
which in turn reports to the Governing Council. The
four standing Committees are - Physical Oceanogra-
phy and Climate (POC), Fishery Science (FIS), Bio-

“logical  Oceanography  (BIO) and  Marine

Environmental Quality (MEQ).  The standing
Committees and Science Board receive reports from

six Working Groups and also this year from the two

Workshops (above). The Working Groups met in




Seattle, La Jolla and Tokyo. .

~eration at the other levels.

- The Govemmg COuncd approvod the recommenda—
tions from the PICES-GLOBEC Workshop to estab-

lish a Scientific Steering Committee to proceed with
the further implementation of the program of the Sci- = -

ence Plan (Science Plan Available from Secretariat).

 The North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission

- (NPAFC) has been invited to work with PICES to
jointly implement the plan to the benefit of both Or-
ganizations (For more details see page 3).

‘The Governing: Council approved the recommenda-

tions from the PICES-STA Workshop to establish an

 interdisciplinary Working Group to be responsible for.
planning the monitoring activities in the PICES area,

- including proposing scientific and technical priorities,
- and schedules, and mcludmg_ physical, biological and
- chemical measurements. The Working Group should

~ coordinate its activities with the CCCC and GOOS

" (For more details see page 4).

‘The recommendations o.f' Science Board regarding the
scientific sessions for the Fourth Annual Meeting
adopted by Council address key issues in the North

~Pacific. Topics include;

1. Marine Carrying Capacity, Fact or Fiction.

2. Circulation in the Subarctic North Pacific, and
its Marginal Seas, and its Impact on Climate.
" 3. Factors Affecting the Balance Between Alterna-

 tive Foodweb Stmctum in Coastal and Oceanic Eco . |

systems..

- 4. Density-Dependent Effects on Fluculat:ons in the

Abundance of Marine Organisms.

‘5. Sources, Transport and Impact of Chenncal. -

Contaminants.

“In addition there will be a one-day symposnum on -

“Oceanography and Plsherles of the Bermg Sea

_ PICES IV in ngdao, Chma
~The Governing Council agreed to accept the mv1ta-
tion of the People’s Republic of China to host the

‘Fourth Annual Meeting in Qingdao 16-22 October,
1995 (See First Announcement for details). Subse-

quently, Canada has confirmed they will host the
- Fifth Annual meeting on the southern part of Van-
couver Island and tentative dates are 16-22 October

1996. The Sixth Annual Meeting is tentatively set to

Advice from the
Workmg Groups and Workshops were reviewed by
the standing Committees and forwarded for consnd-_ _

be held on the western snde of the Pamﬁc Ocean at -
about the same tlme of the year.

" Scientific Decis'ions Appr_o_yod by Council .
“Resolutions  developed by Science Board based -
_ largely on considerations of the Scientific Committee

and Working Group recommendations were approved
as decisions of the Governing Council as follows:

94/S/1: The Secretariat will examine the potential uses

of electronic networks and bulletin boards for ‘making
the conduct of PICES business more effective.
Member States are encouraged to make electronic mail
communication available to those engaged in

~ information exchange through PICES. The Secretariat

will examine the possibility of obtaining a real-time PC-
based recording and display system in 1995. '
94/S/2: The review papers presented at the PICES-STA
Workshop on Monitoring Subarctic Pacific Ocean
Variability will be published in the PICES Scientific
Report series. Co-editors will be Prof. Y. Sugimori
(Japan) and Dr. M.G.H. Briscoe (U.S.A.). Use of the

- series for publishing collections of extended abstracts

from Scientific Committee topic sessions will be
considered. Decisions on publishing proceedings of

~ PICES symposia will be made on a case-by-case basis.
'The use of commercial publishers for such proceedings
. andforboolmandmonographsrwmungﬁ-omPICES

activities may be appropriate in some cases.

 94/S/3: The Workshop on the Okhotsk Sea and

 Adjacent Areas, being organized by POC and other
committees, will be held in Vladivostok on 19-24 June,
1995. 'The .objective of the workshop is to review
present knowledge of the oceanography and fisheries of

 that region, the availability and exchange of relevant
- data, and the development of cooperative investigations.

- 94/S/4: WG 4 on Data Exchange will be replaced with

- a standing Technical Committee on Data Exchange
(TCODE) with new terms of reference (see Annual

Report). The purpose of TCODE is to guide the data

_ management activities of PICES. Its membership -'
~ will consist of two scientists from each member

country, one experienced with  physical/
chemical/meteorological data and one with

 biological/fisheries data. = The Chairman will be

selected from among TCODE members. The
proposed joint PICES-NPAFC task group on fisheries
data will report to TCODE (see 94/S/5). TCODE will
work on WG 4 recommendations: 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3,

and 4.2.4 and together with the Secretariat will

“undertake to implement reoommmdauon 43.2 (see
_Annual Report)







